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What Companies in the Retail and Hospitality Industries Should Know About Export 

Controls and Sanctions Laws 

Clark Hill’s International Trade team helps companies with all aspects of the laws and regulations governing 

US trade and managing risks arising in cross border transactions. This includes implementing industry best 

practices for compliance with US regulations intended to prohibit business with sanctioned persons and in 

sanctioned countries.  

 

US Export Controls and Sanctions. US national security laws prohibit unlicensed exports of certain goods, 

software, technology, and services to certain destinations and transactions with sanctioned parties. Export-

controlled items include many retail items, such as automotive parts, clothing, alcohol, and other retail 

goods, and prohibited services can include hospitality, management, and other services provided to 

sanctioned parties or to persons in sanctioned countries. 

 

Members of the Retail and Hospitality industries are subject to many of the same risks as traditional exporters 

and the finance sector, including the risk of dealing with individuals, companies, and governments 

sanctioned by the Office of Foreign Assets Control (OFAC). Many, particularly online retailers, hotels, and 

others that market wares and services to persons outside the United States, should institute sound 

sanctioned party screening procedures and other compliance mechanisms to ensure that their 

transactions and relationships comply with US law. 

 

 

Clark Hill’s International Trade Team is ready to assist retailers and hospitality providers in ensuring 

compliance with US Import, Export, and Sanctions laws.  
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This publication is intended for general education and informational purposes only, and should not be regarded as either legal advice or a legal opinion. You 
should not act upon or use this publication or any of its contents for any specific situation. Recipients are cautioned to obtain legal advice from their legal 
counsel with respect to any decision or course of action contemplated in a specific situation. Clark Hill PLC and its attorneys provide legal advice only after 
establishing an attorney-client relationship through a written attorney-client engagement agreement. This publication does not establish an attorney-client 
relationship with any recipient.
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